
 

 
 

HB 234: It Ain’t What You Been Told… 
 
Rep. Farrar either does not know what her own 
bills says or she is deliberately deceiving you… 

 
5/14/15: Rep. Farrar stated that HB 234 adds attorney fees if someone is 

found GUILTY of animal cruelty (stated on second reading). 

WRONG! 
HB 234 does NOT apply to Criminal Cruelty cases. 

 
HB 234 adds government attorney fees (unheard of) to the cost of a 

CIVIL bond in a CIVIL animal seizure to appeal an ORDER from a 
HEARING done in front of one judge with NO JURY.  

 
And the full bond has to be paid in CASH. 

 
WHY? 

To make the bond so expensive no one can appeal.  
 
 
READ ON to see how unfair seizure cases can be & why HB 234 is a 
 

BAD BILL FOR TEXAS ANIMAL OWNERS.  



 

 
May 15, 2015 

 
Honorable Texas Senate:  
 

NO to HB 234: The Wolf in Warm, Fuzzy Sheep’s Clothing 
Trying to Steal Texans’ Property Rights in their Animals 

 

(Tacks on Government Attorney Fees to Make Appeal Bonds Cost Prohibitive) 
 
Appeals & a Jury: The Fabric of Justice. No one likes an animal abuser. That includes me. 
However, not everyone accused of animal cruelty is cruel. There was a time in Texas in which 
someone accused of animal cruelty got only a hearing by a judge with no right of appeal and no 
jury. Unbridled government power resulted in many animal owners unfairly losing their 
property. Animal owners were powerless in a system lopsided in favor of the government.  
 
The Right to an Appeal and Jury. In 2009, the barks and howls of Texans resulted in appeals 
being restored to animal cruelty seizures. The opponents of appeals—animal control and private 
animal shelters that are recipients of animals in cruelty seizures---were made to look rather silly. 
How could anyone argue against a person having a right to a jury when oftentimes their most 
prized possessions were at stake? And the case of the “fat” horse was abuzz on the hill.  
 

     
“Fat” mare being taken from owner’s property with no notice and when owner was not there (2006). 

 

 
 



 
 
 
The “Fat” Horse Case: Illustrates Importance of an Appeal.  In 2006, the Houston SPCA 
was involved in a cruelty seizure of a horse that they alleged was too fat and this became the 
basis for seizing the mare. The owner was in the courtroom scared and woefully outnumbered. 
The Houston SPCA lined up its cruelty investigators and veterinarians. The county provided an 
attorney and the constable who bothered to get a seizure warrant after the “fat” horse was taken 
from the pasture where she was kept. All of them testified against the poor owner who was trying 
desperately to make a point. What the owner was trying to say in court was that his mare, a 
beautiful registered Quarter Horse, was pregnant about to deliver a foal. His feeble protests were 
ignored and he forever lost his mare with no chance for an appeal, and no opportunity for a jury. 
And by the way, the whole case was filmed by Animal Planet and there was a camera rolling in 
the face of the humiliated owner while trying to defend himself against the government Goliath. 
The judge divested the owner of his “fat” horse.  
 
How to Prevent an Appeal—Make it Too Expensive. The case of the “fat” mare is only one 
example of how egregious cruelty cases can become if there is not a system of checks and 
balances. The right to an appeal and a jury is part of what keeps this system honest, but the 
opponents of an appeal have been back every legislative session since 2009 trying to tack on 
more and more costs for the appeal bond to make appeals impossible. If you have the right to an 
appeal but the cost of the bond makes it cost prohibitive, then you don’t have the right to an 
appeal.  
 
NO to HB 234: A Power Grab of Texas Property Rights. HB 234 is the latest attempt by 
animal control and large, private animal shelters that are the recipients of seized animals to 
effectively make appeals impossible. While this bill is paraded around as a warm and fuzzy 
“save the animals” law, in truth it is a vicious wolf stalking the property rights of Texas animal 
owners. This bill would make an accused animal owner have to pay attorney fees of the city or 
county involved in the seizure as part of the appeal bond. Convicted serial murderers do not have 
to pay the government’s attorney fees to appeal killing a slew of people. Stop this latest attempt 
to make appeals impossible for Texas animal owners and vote NO to HB 234. 
 
I am happy to discuss this bill with you or your staff. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
               ZANDRA ANDERSON 
               Founder, Texas Dog Commission 
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